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Meet our Scholars  

Dametris Osbourne,                                                                                                                                    
Class of 2012 

                                      Dametris is from Irvington, NJ.           
                                      He is the oldest of four                                          
                                      brothers and one sister.                
                                      Dametris is not currently  
playing any sports, but in the past has played 
football, basketball and lacrosse. Last year 
Dametris worked at Dunkin’ Donuts. Dametris is a 
member of the National Honor Society, and is 
interested studying biochemistry at Emory 
University. Dametris says the ABC Program is a 
great experience; he likes the school, and likes the 
people. 
 

 

George Allen, Class of 2012 

George is from Harlem, NY and 
is the  youngest of one brother 
and  two  half-sisters. George  
plays  football,  basketball, and 
runs  track. His  hobbies are   
playing video games and  hanging out with his 
friends and housemates. George is interested in a 
career in accounting and attending Syracuse 
University. George says about the ABC Program 
that it is a great opportunity, great preparation for 
college and living by himself; that Clinton is a great 
little town; and that he has learned lots of life 
lessons, such as being responsible, and discipline 
when it come to school work. 

 

 
 
                                              
               

  
                                     
 
 Andres Garcia, Class of 2013                                                
                                     Andres is from New Haven,  
                                     CT.  He plays soccer, baseball,  
                                     and runs track. Andres’  

          hobbies include writing music,     
                                     recording songs with friends  
                                     back home, and working out.  
                                     He is the oldest of one brother 
and one sister.  Andres would like to be director or 
producer. He’s interested in attending New York 
Film Academy or Nazareth College. Andres is 
thankful for the program, and glad he chose to 
come to Clinton. He says Clinton is peaceful. 
 
 
Lenny Ortiz, Class of 2014 
Lenny is from the Bronx, NY. He plays 
 baseball, basketball, and football. His 
 hobbies include  sports, video games,  
and hanging out with the  guys at the 
house. Lenny is the older brother  
of two sisters, and is interest in a  
career in communications  and sports 
broadcasting. About the ABC Program he says: “it is 
a good experience; there is never a dull night, and 
it’s like a big sleep over.” 

 

 

Oneil Campbell, Class of 2014 
Oneil is from New York City,  
He was born in Jamaica and visits  
Jamaica every summer. Oneil  
moved to New York City with his  
 family when he was a year old.     
He plays soccer, and he interested in a career in the 
math and science field. He has one younger sister.  
About the ABC Program, he reflects that “it is a 
new experience, and I really like the environment.” 

 

          
                                



Carlos Espinal, Class of 2015 
Carlos is from Manhattan and  
has one older sister. He plays 
soccer, and his hobbies include 
sports, playing piano, reading, 
science and math. He can do  
the Rubik’s Cube in less than two minutes. He is 
interested in a career in astronomy, medicine, or 
other science. He says about the ABC Program: “I 
like it a lot.” He feels he adapted to the house very 
quickly, which he attributes to visiting his uncle 
who lives in Middletown, NY. 
 

 

Malaquias Canery, Class of 2015 

                                 Malaquias lives in Lawrence, MA.  
                                 He has four brothers and one 
                                 sister, and  he is the middle 
                                 sibling.  One of his hobbies is 
                                 basketball. He is unsure about          
                                 his career interest at this time.                                 
                                 About Clinton, Malaquias says 
that it is “much quieter.” 

 
 

Meet our new Resident Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      
 
 
Our new Resident Directors are Thomas R. and 
Alyssa  M. Hoke.  Born and raised in Waterville, NY, 
the couple met at Waterville High School and 
married in 2005. Tom works as a Service Technician 
for City Suburban, and Alyssa has been an 

Accountant for Calogero & Associates for seven 
years. They have three children: 4-year-old twins 
Brett and Bryan and 16-month-old Breanna, and 
two dogs: Sasha and Sissy. Brett and Bryan attend 
Clinton Elementary. Alyssa and Tom are outdoor 
enthusiasts who enjoy camping and watching 
football. The Resident Chef is Eva Hoke, Tom’s 
mother.  The Scholars rave about Eva's cooking and 
envy Tom for having grown up with a mom who 
cooks so well. 
 
Alyssa learned of Clinton ABC through her 
employer, Board Member John Calogero.  In 
addition to her Resident Directorship, Alyssa has 
assisted the ABC program with the Golf fundraiser 
for the last few years.  
 
 

Meet our Board: Sue Hecklau 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Hecklau has been connected in some way, 
shape, or form to the ABC program for her entire 
life,  as her aunt and uncle hosted an ABC Scholar 
in Glastonbury, CT. After stints teaching in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, the clarion call 
of Upstate New York life became irresistible and 
Sue moved to Loudonville, where she taught at 
both Holland Patent and Westmoreland 
Elementary Schools. Sue has three children: 24-
year-old Emily, 21-year-old Sarah, and 19-year-
old Sam. Sue likes the small town environment of 
Clinton, the strong school system, and feels it is a 
great place to raise kids. She sees the Clinton ABC 
program as an integral part of the community. 

After she moved to the area, Sue helped the 
Kirkland Women's Group supply desserts for the 
Clinton ABC scholars on Friday nights. Sue joined 



the Clinton ABC Board in an official capacity nine 
years ago and has been an enthusiastic member 
since.  After serving on the Transportation 
committee for a spell, Sue took on the role of 
Vice President of the Board in 2010, in addition 
to her duties as Chair of the Host Families 
committee and Director of our annual 
Poinsettia/Wreath fundraiser.  

Members of the Board 
Glynis Asu (President), Sue Hecklau (Vice President), 
John Calogero (Treasurer), Chris Carbone, Mike 
Debraggio, Ted Fondak, Mary R. Humphrey, 
Jennifer Hurley, Ray Krupski, Jeff Landry, Mela 
Mackey, Don McHarris, Phyllis Moore, Paul Ryan, 
Katryna Swartwout Ryan and Maureen Scoones. 
 
 

Scholarship Honors Mr. Hunt 

For 34 years Richard Hunt served as principal of 
Clinton High School, always making the well-being 
of students his top priority. Upon his retirement 
last June, several interested parties collaborated 
with the local chapter of Dollars for Scholars to 
establish a scholarship in his honor. The 
community’s response has been incredible! 
 
Mr. Hunt worked hard to ensure that students 
received a quality education. He knew each of his 
students by name, and he thoughtfully monitored 
their emotional, social and physical needs. Mr. 
Hunt used every resource available to him to 
secure the success of our students, helping them 
meet the many challenges they face and 
celebrating their victories. His rapport with 
students was legendary and is perhaps his greatest 
legacy. The Richard Hunt Scholarship Fund is a 
fitting tribute to this remarkable man. 
 
The first two recipients of the Richard Hunt 
Scholarship fund were recognized at Clinton’s 2011 
high school graduation: Jose Garcia, son of Gloria 
Garcia, an ABC scholar from New York, NY, and 
Danielle McHarris, daughter of Don and Patty 
McHarris, last year’s ABC resident directors. 

 
Alumni Spotlights 
 
 
Jose Garcia, Class of 2011 
 
Jose attends Siena College as an Actuary Science 
major. Jose reports that he is adjusting, as the 
college experience is “challenging, but doable.” He 
participates in intramural soccer. In his senior year 
at Clinton High, Jose participated in the Ride for 
Missing Children and reflects that it was a good 
experience; he’s grateful for the support from the 
Board and the Clinton community. Jose thanks 
Katryna Swartwout Ryan for her assistance in the 
process of college application, and in knowing what 
to expect.  
 

Jose said the ABC Program helped him in many 
ways: the experience of being away from home 
made college an easier adjustment, and qualities of 
leadership and responsibility were developed as 
well. 
 
Benjamin Onyejuruwa, 
Class of 2011 
 
 
Ben, who was High School Class President in 2011, 
attends Clarkson University where he has a dual 
major in Engineering and Management. Ben says 
that he is doing well, that college is a lot of work, 
but nothing that he cannot handle. Ben would like 
to send out a special thank you to Mrs. Chris 
Carbone, who was like another mother to him, and 
also to the McHarris RD family and to his three host 
families. 
 

Ben reflects that the ABC Program got him to 
Clarkson University, had a positive impact on him, 
and gave him structure. 
 
 

Help Wanted: New Board Members 
 

Interested in finding out more about involvement 
on the ABC Board? Please contact a member of the 
Nominating Committee via e-mail at: 
john@calogeroandassociates.com  or 
mdebragg@hamilton.edu  

mailto:john@calogeroandassociates.com
mailto:mdebragg@hamilton.edu


  
 

 

 

      

 CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SERVICE ~   1972 ɀ 2012 

 
 
What is A BETTER CHANCE ? 
 
Through the ABC Program, a national program with headquarters in New York City, motivated young 
men and women from educationally deprived settings are chosen to attend private and public secondary 
schools to prepare them for selective colleges.  During the school year, eight male students live together 
in a house on the Hamilton College campus, supervised by resident directors who provide parental-type 
support to the students. 
 
The purpose of this program is to prepare students academically for college . Neighborhood 
volunteers and student tutors from Hamilton College assist the students with their assignments on school 
nights. Research, writing, and computer skills are provided along with regular homework help, so that 
the students have the opportunity to acquire disciplined study habits.  Students also benefit from 
interactions with their two host families on alternate Sundays. 
 
Since its inception in 1972, A Better Chance of Clinton & the Mohawk Valley has graduated more than 
ninety young men from Clinton High School. They have continued their education at colleges such as 
Clarkson University, Cornell University, Columbia, Fordham, Gettysburg, Hamilton, Ithaca, Macalester, 
MIT, Princeton, Rollins, Siena, St. Lawrence University, University of Rochester, and Union. 
 
The people in and around the Mohawk Valley accept the students as friends and valued members of the 
community. These people raise virtually all the money needed to operate this program through personal 
donations, support of a golf tournament, poinsettia and luminary sales, and the twice yearly Bed and 
Breakfast program.  In the process, all of our lives have been enriched. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about the program, or perhaps becoming a Host Family, B&B 
Host, or Volunteer Friend of ABC, please visit our website: http://abetterchanceclintonmv.org  or call 
Glynis Asu, Board President, at 315-859-4482. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

I/We enclose _________________ as my/our contribution to A Better Chance of Clinton & the Mohawk Valley. 

 

OR 
 

Please charge my contribution to my MasterCard or Visa No.:________________________________________ 

Expiration Date:  ___________________________ 

Signature   ______________________________________________ 

 

Please send to:                                  A Better Chance of Clinton & the Mohawk Valley 

P.O. Box 139 

        Clinton, NY 13323

 

http://abetterchanceclintonmv.org/

